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“Fishing” for toxins to
protect consumer safety

Two CityU alumni have combined
business and technology to
set up a company to detect
toxins in products, helping
raise industrial standards and
consumer confidence. Eric Chen
Zixiang and Dr Chen Xueping
are co-founders of Vitargent
(International)Biotechnology
Limited, which uses fish embryos
to test for harmful substances in
everyday products. Vitargent has
now gained international renown.
Eric was named among Forbes’
“30 Under 30 Asia” in 2016. The
company’s “Test-it” technology
won the Grand Prix Award at
the 2015 Geneva International
Exhibition of Inventions. The
company has also recently
obtained investment from the Nan
Fung Group, and is planning to use
the funds for intellectual property
and recruitment. Looking ahead,
Eric and Xueping are seeking to
develop overseas markets further,
cooperate with top universities,
and expand the company’s fields
of testing.
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enhancing the world we live in, making a
unique difference in multiple ways.
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“Test-it” uses genetically modified medaka and zebrafish
embryos, which glow green when they come into contact
with toxic substances.
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Eric Chen Zixiang

R

BEng (Hons) e-Logistics and
Technology Management

Founder, Chief Commercial Officer
Vitargent
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Dr Chen Xueping

“Test-it” has won multiple awards, including B§§,$T§:|:
the prestigious Grand Prix Award at the PhD Biology and Chemistry
2015 Geneva International Exhibition of Co-founder. Chief Technology Officer
Inventions. Vitargent
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